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Fire District 3 Contract Dispute Ends;
Commissioners, Firefighters Claim Victory

Board of Commissioners on October 8.

MAKING HIS CASE — East Franklin Volunteer Fire Department Chief Dan Krushinski speaks to the Fire District 3

A

more than 6-month
standoff ended Oc-
tober 8 when a new

contract was signed by the
East Franklin Volunteer Fire
Department and the Fire
District 3 Board of Commis-
sioners.

EFVFD has been operat-
ing without a contract since
April 1, when fire depart-
ment brass refused to sign the
new proposed agreement.

The District enters into
yearly contracts with fire
departments  which allow
the departments to fight
fires. Fire District 3 contains
roughly 30,000 residents, and
also includes Community
Volunteer Fire Department.
Community signed the new
contract in March.

At the crux of the issue
with East Franklin were new

stipulations the Commis-

sioners included in the pro-
posed contract, to which the
EFVFD membership object-
ed.

Those stipulations in-
cluded removing new policies
giving fire chiefs input into
proposed policy changes, in-
stalling new video and audio
recording devices in depart-
ment vehicles and apparatus,
and ending reimbursement
for fire fighters’ personal

property damaged or lost
while responding to calls.

Board Chairman Sherrod
Middleton drew the ire of the
EFVFD membership when
he threatened to shut down
the fire department, reclaim
all apparatus and firefight-
ing gear — which the District
owns and pays to store at the
EFVFD fore house — and
hire per diem firefighters to
bridge the gap.

But EFVED refused to
budge, culminating in a Sep-
tember 17 meeting among
Commissioner Kenneth
Reid, Board Clerk Fatiima
Braxton, and two members
of EFVFED, which resulted in
the agreement signed on Oc-
tober 8.

EFVFD Chief Dan Kru-
shinski said the new contract
was a victory for the fire de-
partment.

“We got 100% what we
wanted,” he said after the
meeting.

The new contracts con-
tains a stipulation that if the
department chiefs object to
any new policy proposed by
the Commissioners, a writ-

Continued on Page 7

Township Foundation Donates $7K In
Sensory Supplies To Claremont Elementary

SCHOOL DONATIONS — Makeda Fryson and Kwame Breedy of the Triple B

Foundation, and Claremont Elementary School vice-principal Angela Pape
(left to right) talk about the supply donation made by the Foundation to the

school.

From the Franklin High
School Homecoming
football game ... The
Award Winning Franklin
High School Marching
Band

township-based
foundation  made
the wishes of a num-

ber of Claremont Elementary
School teachers come true
October 28 with the dona-
tion of $7,100 worth of sen-
sory teaching aids.

The supplies, donated by
the Triple B Foundation, will
be used in the school’s neuro-
divergent program in grades
Pre-K to 6, said vice-principal
Angela Pape.

The supplies were on

teachers’ “wish lists,” which
were submitted to the Foun-
dation for fulfillment, Pape
said.

“It’s to help with their
sensory needs;” Pape said.
“So there’s different fidgets,
different
boards, stepping stones to
help with proprioceptive ac-

there’s balance

tivities.”

Proprioception is a sense
that lets us perceive the loca-
tion and movements of our
body parts, according to Sci-

enceDirect.com.

Also donated were calm-
ing supplies, timers, kinetic
sand, and sensory tables to
put the sand or water in, Pape
said.

The
formed by two siblings,
Makeda Fryson and her
brother, Kwame Breedy, and

Foundation  was

gets its name from the matri-
archs of their family.

“BBB stands for the ma-
triarchs of our family,” Fryson
said.

Charlotte Bayley; my mom,

“My  grandmother,

Jenny Breedy, and my aunt,
Cecily Barrington.
The

sion, she said, “is really to just

Foundations mis-
tap into our communities,
specifically for our neurodi-
vergent students, our elderly,
anyone in our community
that is in need.”

“We grew up here, we
went through our entire ed-
ucation here.” she said. “Our
goal was to give back, be-
cause that was the goal of my
grandmother, Charlotte Bai-

ley. And so because of that,
we just wanted to make sure
that we achieve this mission.”

Fryson said she was a sub-
stitute teacher at Claremont,
so she knew first-hand the
needs of the students in that
program.

“And these students here,
just based on my own person-
al experience, I was able to
see first-hand what it is when
they are able to have access to
certain resources,” she said.
“Let’s give them what they
needed there, and then we’ll
build from that and grow.
So we're excited to see where
this goes from here, and we're
hoping that people will see
the good that we're trying to
do, hopefully donate to our
foundation and allow us to
have a much larger impact
and reach.”

This isn’t the first time
the Foundation has offered
a helping hand, but this do-
nation is the Iargest, Fryson
said.

Continued on Page 7
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Township Studying State Guidance
On Affordable Housing Obligation

ownship  planning
officials are studying
a state Department

of Community Affairs re-
port, released last week, de-
signed to provide guidance
on state towns affordable
housing obligation over the
next decade.

The report, described by
the state DCA as “guidance”
as opposed to a mandate, sets
714 as the number of afford-
able homes Franklin should
accommodate between 2025
and 2035.

The number is the high-
est in Somerset County, and
in the top 15 in the state, ac-
cording to state DCA calcu-
lations.

Hillsborough  has the
second-highest proposed ob-
ligation in Somerset County
with 565 units.

“We are still reviewing/
digesting the DCA report,”
Township Principal Plan-
ner Mark Healey said in an
emailed comment.

According to the DCA
press release, the proposed
affordable housing obliga-
tion numbers were reached
through a calculation of
criteria set by a bill signed
into law in March by Gow.
Phil Murphy. The bill was

designed to establish “a new

approach |

Gleason Funeral
ome

fProvicﬁ’ng traditional service with a contemporary

framework for determining
and enforcing municipalities
affordable housing obliga-
tions under the New Jersey
Supreme Court’s Mount Lau-
rel doctrine and the State’s
Fair Housing Act.”

The calculation included
a number of different factors
mandated by the new law.
Those factors include present
need and deficient low- and
moderate-income  occupied
housing, which towns qual-
ify as Urban Aid Municipal-
ities, prospective need for
individual regions, changes in
non-residential property val-
uations, the extent to which
a municipality’s income level
differs from that of the low-
est-income municipality in
its Housing Region, and total
developable acreage for each
town.

“The calculations help
address New Jersey’s housing
shortage by equipping mu-
nicipalities with clear num-
bers so they can better plan
on how to provide affordable
housing options in their com-
DCA Commis-
sioner Jacquelyn A. Sudrez

munities,’

said in a press release about
the report. “The new law
provides a unique opportuni-
ty to develop ‘missing middle’
housing — options like town-
houses, duplexes, and other
types of multi-family units —
that bridge the gap between
single-family  homes and
large apartment complexes,
offering the diverse housing
choices that New Jersey fami-
lies desire and need.”

Township Attorney Lou
Rainone said at the October
22 Township Council meet-
ing that the DCA report
notwithstanding, the final af-
fordable housing obligation
numbers will be determined
by towns. The deadline to do
so is January 31, 2025.

“So when everybody
says, well, our number is X
and now we’re gonna have
to build all of this affordable
housing, the answer is we
don’t know, we just got that

number the same day that
the public got it, the munic-
ipalities got it, and all the
background data” Rainone
said. “We’re in the process of
analyzing it

“What our ultimate num-
ber is, is the number that
the township determines, is
the number based upon the
guidelines that are in the state
statute, and with the guid-
ance of the DCA number,’
he said.

“This is just a preliminary
step in a process that starts re-
ally next year,” Rainone said.

Rainone noted that this
new process is different from
prior rounds of determining
affordable housing obliga-
tions.

“In the last two rounds,
in round two and in the be-
ginning of round three, DCA
published a number that
was your number,” he said.
“That’s not what happened
last Friday. What happened
last Friday is DCA put out a
number that is a non-binding
number and it is advisory, the
determination as to the actual
number is going to be based
upon a resolution passed by
the council next year.”

“T guess that’s the main
point, that people shouldn’t
be glued to that number,” he
said.

The New Jersey Judiciary
will resolve disputes about
affordable

housing responsibilities and

municipalities’

their plans to satisfy those
responsibilities with ~assis-
tance from a new dispute
resolution program called the
Affordable Housing Dispute
Resolution Program, accord-
ing to the release.

The law outlines how
municipalities may receive
“bonus credits” that allow
affordable housing units to
be credited as 1.5 or 2 units
in certain circumstances, ac-
cording to the release. This
bonus credit system is de-
signed to incentivize age-re-
stricted housing, housing set
aside for individuals with spe-

cial needs, and other location
or purpose-specific housing
projects, such as housing near
mass transit stations.

The law limits bonus
credit units to 25 percent
of a municipality’s prospec-
tive need, according to the
release. It establishes related
parameters for how much of
a municipality’s responsibili-
ties must be satisfied through
housing available to fami-
lies with children and rental
housing.

The Department will
support municipalities by
appointing housing liaisons
affordable
housing efforts, helping cit-

to streamline

ies meet their obligations,
affordable housing

trust funds, and track project

utilize

completion, according to the
release. There will be ongoing
training for these liaisons and
administrative agents.

Launching in early 2025,
NJ Housing Opportunities
for Municipal Equity and
Success (NJHOMES) will
offer comprehensive support
for municipalities to develop
affordable housing that aligns
with community needs, ac-
cording to the release.

This initiative will pro-
vide financial resources,
technical assistance, and
tools to address opposition
and promote sustainable
development, according to
the release. NJHOMES will
also introduce an Affordable
Housing Playbook & Tool-
kit, featuring best practices,
zoning guidance, case stud-
ies, and outreach materials to
assist municipalities in devel-
oping affordable housing that
meets their communities’ in-
dividual needs.

Additionally, the
NJHOMES Institute will
offer virtual and in-person
training  while  planning
grants and technical assis-
tance will help municipalities
develop effective  housing
strategies, according to the

release.
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Party Registration Ordinance Sent Back For Further Review

[cmurs ONYEJIAKA

QUESTIONS PROPOSAL — Township Councilman Alex Kharazi was among the Councilmembers who said they were
not comfortable with a proposed ordinance that would require registration of private parties with more than 100

quests.

n ordinance that
would have required
the hosts of private

parties with more than 100
guests to register with the
Township was shelved by the
Township Council at its Oc-
tober 22 meeting.

said
they had concerns that the

Council members

proposed  ordinance  was
“over-regulating” what res-
idents can do on their own
property.

The proposed ordinance
amendment called for a num-
ber of informational items to
be provided by applicants,
including parking diagrams,

drawings of any tents or can-

opies that were to be used,
and layouts of any cooking
areas, benches and chairs that
were planed to be used.

The proposed amend-
ment also called for a con-
struction permit to be issued
for any tent larger than 900
square feet.

The issue was brought to
the Council at its October 8
meeting by Public Safety Di-
rector %ovella Maeweather,
who said it was needed to
ensure public safety and reg-
ulate parking at large private
parties.

“We're not trying to fine
people, we're not trying to
write tickets, we just want

everyone to be happy and cel-
ebrate and do what they want
to do the right way, Mae-
weather said at that meeting.
“We’re not going to get rich
off of this. We just want to
direct them to something
and say, here, this is what you
should do.”

Several Council mem-
bers who expressed discom-
fort with the proposal at the
October 8 meeting had not
changed their opinions for
the October 22 meeting.

“I understand the main
reason behind this, which is
to make sure that people stay
safe, there’s no traffic issues,
parking issues, and then in

N
ProtectionPlus
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an emergency, the township
vehicle can reach out.” Coun-
cilman Alex Kharazi (D-At
Large) said. “But I'm not 100
percent sure that we need
to have a permit for the cit-
izens of this township to go
through the application and
all the other stuff that is go-
ing to come with this to just
have a personal party.”

“What I believe is need-
ed is some guidance to be
provided to the community
members that if you're going
to have a large party, Town-
ship is here to help guide you
some of the things you can do
and you can’t do, and then
we can inform the public in
many ways that we have so
they know what are the good
ways to have their special
events, he said.

“Having another permit
and application and waiting
for somebody to answer in
the Township and even some
of the details that they ask
and see where you're going
to be put in the benches and
so forth, I believe it’s just too
much work,” he said. “So I'd
like to just propose that we
have a guidance and let the
community members discuss
it”

Councilman James Vas-
sanella (D-Ward 5) agreed.

“I do in general think

there’s ways to do it without
mandatory permitting pro-
cess,” he said.

Councilman Ram An-
barasan said he was “not
too keen on over-regulating
a private party in a house.
While the problem, I get it
it’s a traffic issue that a street
may not be able to hold so
many cars at a party. How
do we know that there are
going to be, that there are
100 people? Let’s say some-
body has a 98-person party,
they are exempt from this
rule, yet they’re going to have
the same number of cars as a
100-person party.”

“So, I think this ordi-
nance is misplaced,” he said.
“I'm not too thrilled about
it”

“Yes, I understand that we
have to provide a safe parking
environment for gatherings,
private An-
barasan said. “I think that can

gatherings,

be done maybe on a more on
a guidance basis like Council-
man Kharazi suggested. I'm
not too keen on this particu-
lar ordinance as it is written.”

Deputy Mayor Ed Potos-
nak said that he liked the idea
of registering, “and with that,
maybe there’s a few things
that you get, like a checklist,
like the Councilman Kharazi
mentions, for guidance, and

the ability then to stay active
with your party, to let’s say 11
oclock at night instead of the
noise ordinance, which is 10
(p.m.).”

“Idon’t feel like it’s a gov-
ernment overreach to say, if
you're gonna have 100 people
at your house and you wanna
go later than the noise ordi-
nance, please take a moment
to fill out a form in advance
so that you know that ev-
erything’s going to be above
board, and you’re not going
to have your wedding for
your child shut down some-
how because of something,
he said.

Potosnak said that re-
quirements such as submit-
ting scale drawings of the
event space “seem like alot for
a homeowner to go through.”

“Next they’ll be asking for
architectural satellite draw-
ings and 3D models to bring
in or something, which might
be fun, but really doesn’t get
to the point, right?” he said.
that
the amendment be sent back

Potosnak motion

to the Council’s Administra-
tion sub-committee for fur-
ther review was unanimously
passed.

There was no time frame
set for the Council’s recon-
sideration of the proposed
amendment.
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Faith Temple Church
Celebrates 43rd Anniversary

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION — Pastor Rodney Staton speaks to the congregation during the Faith Temple anniver-

sary celebration.

he congregation of
Faith Temple gath-
ered at their home

at Temple Beth El on Ham-
ilton Street on October 27
to celebrate a milestone: the
church’s 43rd anniversary.

Founded in  Febru-
ary 1981 by the late Elder
Horace Staton and his wife,
Pastor Lydia Staton, as Faith
Tabernacle Church, the con-
gregation has called several
locations in the township
home during its four-decade
existence.

The congregation first
met at Pine Grove Manor
School in March 1981, and
in its early years also met at
MacAfee Road School and
the community center.

In 1982, the congregation
teamed with that of Emman-
uel Baptist Church, with
which it met jointly for 20
years.

In 2003, the congregation
met in a pastor’s home for a
while before joining service
with Harvest Temple in New
Brunswick.

Later that year, the church
changed its name from Faith
Tabernacle to Faith Temple.

“The congregation had
been tabernacleing for 23
years,” Pastor Rodney Staton,
the founder’s son, told the
congregation at the anniver-
“They had ex-

perienced many losses, hard-

sary service.

ship, and disappointment.”

Tow months later, the
congregation found a new
home on Railroad Avenue.

“Ironically, this was the
same building Pastor (Horace
Staton) did inquire about
two years before, but the in-
quiry did not come to fru-
ition, Rodney Staton said.
“However, to everything,
there is a season and time, to
every purpose.”

Elder Horace Staton died
in 2015, after which his wife,
Pastor Lydia Staton, was in-
stalled as Interim pastor and,
in 2018, as senior pastor.

“Under Pastor Staton’s
leadership ... the church was
led here to Temple Beth El
in Somerset, Rodney Staton
said. “Once again, the hand
of God was on them; it was
leading them as He led the
children of Israel.”

“We found favor and have
been worshiping in this syna-
gogue, and on January Ist of
2025, it will be eight years,
he said.

“We celebrate 43 years of
consistent, steadfast minis-
try,’ Staton said. “Some said
we wouldn’t make it, but
we’re still here to declare the
wonderful works of the Lord.
We have been time-tested
and heaven-approved.”

“For this cause, we bow

our knees unto the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, of
whom the whole family in

Jersey Mike’s Helps With FHS
Dance Team’s Florida Goal

he Franklin High
School Dance Team
took its fundraising

for a national competition to
Jersey Mike’s in Veronica Pla-
za on October 29.

The team has qualified
for the Universal Dance As-
sociation National in Or-
lando, Fla., in January. Now
team members are in ‘fund-
raise mode” to raise money
to offset the cost of getting
there.

The Jersey Mike’s event
was accompanied by a Trunk
or Treat, with a half-dozen
dance parents setting up in
the restaurant’s parking lot
with their decorated autos.

According  to  Jersey
Mike’s manager Cody Papa,
the event was another exam-
ple of the chain’s commit-
ment to their communities.

“Were trying
build a community and show

to just

that we're here to support ev-

erybody from within Jersey
Mike’s, and just show that
anybody is welcome to come
in at any time and just be part
of our family,” Papa said.

The event was co-spon-
sored by the Franklin High
School Athletics Booster
Club. The cub’s president,
Monique Severino, also hap-
pens to be a “dance Mom.”

“I love that they {Jersey
Mike’s) want to be a part of
the community, because that’s
what it’s all about, right?” she
said. “They’re new here for
the most part, right? And any
new business that comes into
our area I think should reach
out and pour out to the com-
munity. And I think that the
community in return should
support as well. So that’s
what we’re doing tonight”

The evening was a dine to
donate event, with a portion
from Jersey Mike’s day sales
donated to the dance team in

its effort to get to Florida.

Passers-by  could also
donate cash at the various
trunks, and a GoFundMe has
been created for the effort to
raise $35,000.

The GoFundMe is “over
$5,000 right now;” Severino
said. “So it’s climbing, not as
fast as we would like, but it’s
climbing”

“We leave to go to Na-
tionals on January 30th,” she
said. “So we would like to
have the kids not to have to
pay, or the parents not have
to pay for the kids to go. It’s a
bit of a stretch for some fami-
lies, and we'd like to eliminate
that.”

Severino said the team
has planned a number of
events to raise the money.

“This is our first time do-
ing it with Jersey Mike’s, but
it won’t be our last,” she said.

“The congregation
had been taberna-
cleing for 23 years,
They had experienced
many losses, hard-
ship, and disappoint-

ment.”
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heaven and Earth is named,”
he said. “We continue up
to this day, witnessing both
the small and great, saying
none other things than those
which the prophets and Mo-
ses did say should come.”
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Sister 2 Sister Holds Annual 5K Walk/Run For Breast Cancer

T he 19th annual edition of the Sister 2 Sister SK Run/Walk for Life was held under sunny skies in Colonial Park on October 5.

Hundreds of walkers and runners — spanning the age gap from child to senior citizen — showed up to show their support for the 24-year-old organization headquartered on Hamilton

Street.
Sister 2 Sister’s mission is to provide “sanctuary, support, education, advocacy and administers breast cancer related programs for minority and underserved breast cancer survivors,” according

to its web site.
“We raise our money so that we can given back to the women we serve,” said Dorothy Reed, the organization’s president and co-founder. “We are there to support them and the money that

we make today goes to them.”
“So far we've raised $42,000,” she said. “We’re trying to raise $50,000 this year.”
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RECREATIONAL 21+ CANNABIS

- {oVuR 3 S oAl P DISPENSARY NOW OPEN

Open 7 days a week (732)7941‘—90'59
somerset.nj@unityrd.com

./ Unity Rd. Cannabis Shop, 441 Elizabeth
Ave Suite 11 Somerset, NJ 08873

r

SHOP ONLINE NOW

Un'rtde

CANNABIS SHOP

- 20% OFF FIRST-TIME GUESTS, 13% OFF SENIORS (60+) & MILITARY
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Rutgers Plaza Apartment Building
Hearing Postponed 10 2025

PROPOSED APARTMENT BUILDING — An artist’s rendering of the proposed four-story, 200-unit apartment
building proposed for the former K-Mart location in Rutgers Plaza.

he October 17 Zon-
ing Board of Adjust-
ment hearing on the

Levin Properties application
to build 200 apartments in
Rutgers Plaza has been post-
poned until 2025.

The township published
an online notice, saying that
Levin had requested the
postponement. There was no
reason given.

A note was placed on the
meeting’s agenda, saying that
the meeting would be held on

January 9, 2025, in the Town-
ship Council chamber in the
Municipal Building.

Levin’s proposal is to raze
the former K-Mart building
in Rutgers Plaza on Easton
Avenue, as well as some
spaces behind it, and build a
four-story apartment build-
ing that will hold 200 units.

The plan has come un-
der fire from residents who
argue that although housing
is needed, it should not be
placed in a commercial zone,

ACADEMIC RIGOR DIVERSE COMMUNITY

INDIVIDUALLY-FOCUSED EDUCATION =

CEDAR HILL PREP

which is where the plaza sits.
Opponents say that if Levin
is allowed do break the zon-
ing, developers will want to
do the same thing in retail
areas along Route 27 and
elsewhere.

Levin officials have ar-
gued that they tried unsuc-
cessfully to lure more retail
chains into the space when
K-Mart left, and that housing
is the only other option they
have.

W) CEDAR HILL

Call 732-356-5400 to
book a tour today!

moae

PREPARATORY SCHOOL #CEDARHILLPREP

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS — Mayor Phil Kramer speaks during the Centennial celebration at Kingston Volunteer
Fire Company No. T on October 5.

Kingston VFC No. 1
Celebrates 100 Years

he 100th anniver-
sary celebration for
the Kingston Vol-

unteer Fire Company No. 1
continued on October 5 with
a short program and a barbe-
cue.

The celebrations began
with a dinner on February
29, the actual day in 1924 on
which the fire company was
started.

There was also a parade
in July, said George Luck Jr.,
chairman of the 100th Anni-
versary Committee.

The village of Kingston
is shared between Franklin
and South Brunswick, with
the dividing line being Route
27. Kingston Volunteer Fire
Company s part of Fire Dis-
trict 4.

Kingston Volunteer Fire
Company was started in

1924, after a fire destroyed a
dry goods shop and two adja-
cent homes on Route 27.

Also on hand to celebrate
the anniversary was Mayor
Phil Kramer, who delivered a
proclamation congratulating
the fire company for a centu-
ry of service.

Noting that the fire com-
pany survived with commu-
nity support, Kramer said,
“It’s hard to find that nowa-
days”

Sixty two members start-
ed this and there are 45 mem-
bers now,” Kramer said. “In a
day of lack of volunteerism,
that’s truly amazing and I
congratulate you.”

“This is kind of a cul-
mination of the year of cel-
ebrations,” Luck said. “It’s
open to the public because
we want to say thank you

Franklin Pride ... Be /# Pant Of T2/

CELEBRATING FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP’S
B1r.ACK-OWNED BUSINESSES

to the Kingston communi-
ty who has supported us for
100 years. So that’s been im-
portant to us and this is our
opportunity to do that”

Anne Luck-Deak, pres-
ident of the fire company’s
Ladies Auxiliary, encouraged
members to “recommit our-
selves to supporting the work
of this fire company and
continuing to build a base of
volunteers to make that hap-
pen”

“May we all find a way to
model what it means to give
back to our community as
those who have come before
us have so faithfully done”
she said. “And together may
we ensure many more years
of mutual aid and communi-
ty support here in Kingston.”

Phone: 732 325 0315

DESSERTS

Cakes, Cupcakes, Custom Cookies,
Dessert Tables, Cake Pops & More

Made in Peanut Free Facility

Eaaless & Veqgan options available
Address: 1830 Easton Ave, Somerset

¥ -
www.BAMDesserts.com
Order Online Options Available

DOLLARS (D)

UNLOCK SAVINGS, SHOP DOLLARS UP

MONDAY - FRIDAY - lllAM 1M

SATURDAY: 9AM-6PM
SUNDAY: 9AM-3PM

(848) 252-2020

84 Veronica Ave. Franklin Township (Somerset), NJ 08873

\WEEK
DEALS
FINDS

BUDTENDER

FRE-TET-2ELE

657 Hamilton st Somerset h| 033?3

A Y

Zoom link and address upon request.

+ Questions & to request Zoom link:

- Monthly meetings, 2nd Monday cach month at 7 pm.

- Earna $10 ShopRite card just by getting your mamogram

« Let’s Talk Genetics Series, beginning March. Zoom link upon request.

Email: sncnj2000@gmail.com « Phone: (732) 246-8300

Supporting Minority & Underserved
Breast Cancer Survivors

1201 Hamilton Street, Somerset

YOUR BUSINESS COULD BE HERE!

$100 per month w/12-month commitment
Call PJ Parker, (732) 820-0840
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Fire District 3 Contract Dispute
Ends; Both Sides Claim Victory

Township Foundation Donates

Continued from Page 1

ten complaint is made, and
the District’s two chiefs will
negotiate with two commis-
sioners.

If no
reached, then the matter goes
to Public Safety Director
Quovella  Maeweather for
mediation.

“That’s what we asked for
in March,” Krushinski said.

All of the policies that
were included in the pro-

agreement  is

posed contract rejected by
the EFVFD will have to be
negotiated, Krushinski said.

“The main concern for
the firefighters if they’ve lost
a watch, they broke their
phone, or they broke their
eyeglasses that this Board
wanted you to pay for it your-
self; Krushinski said. “And
that was one of our big fights.
That’s been taken completely
out of the contract and the
insurance company will pick
up the tab for anything that’s
broken, damaged, at a fire
scene.

Also removed from the
contract is any time limit on
extensions for signing new
agreements, Krushinski said.

“I think we’re pretty hap-
py with what happened here,”

he said. “With the Board at-
torney and the two commis-
sioners that sat down and met
with my deputy chief and my
ex-deputy chief, who was also
a former fire commission-
er, who wore both hats and
understood both sides of it,
that met with Commission-
er Reed and Commissioner
Braxton, who spent I guess
two hours on September
17th to try and make all this
come to a head tonight and it
did.”

On October 15, the
Board of Commissioners is-
sued a statement on the new
contract.

“We are pleased that we
have reached an agreement
that ensures public safety and
maintains the transparency
and fiscal responsibility owed
to the taxpayers of Franklin
Township,” Sherrod Middle-
ton, Board Chairman, said in
the release. “We are confident
that Director Maeweather, as
aneutral third party, will pro-
vide fair and balanced over-
sight should any future dis-
putes arise. This resolution
allows us to move forward,
ensuring the protection of
the residents without further
delays”

According to the release,

FRANKLIN
REPORTER
ADVOCATE

Eight Villages, One Community

Franklin Township’s
OnlyIndependent
Online News Source!

Subscribe Today For

10 CENTS A DAY

Up-To-The-Minute

the new contract “follows
months of intense negotia-
tion between the two parties.
Central to the conflict was
a provision in the previous
the

East Franklin Volunteer Fire

contract that allowed

Department to override poli-
cies enacted by the Fire Com-
missioners. The new con-
tract corrects this imbalance,
aligning the department’s
agreement with the terms
governing other fire compa-

nies in Franklin Township.”

“I think were pretty
happy with what
happened here.”

— Chief Krushinski

“In the spirit of compro-
mise, the Board of Commis-
sioners agreed to introduce a
process whereby, if the East
Franklin Volunteer Fire De-
partment disagrees with any
policy proposed by the Com-
mission, they may appeal to
Director Maeweather,” ac-
cording to the release. “This
ensures that both parties retain
a voice while preserving the
Board’s authority to make deci-
sions in the best interest of the
community and its taxpayers.”

mlynch@stmatthiasnj.org

SAINT MATTHIAS SCHOOL

PREK3-8TH GRADE
SUBSTITUTE
TEACHERS NEEDED

 732-828-1402

@ https://stmatthias.info

CENTRAL JERSEY CARPET CLEANING

__ REAL STEAM SANITIZING @250°

Cleaner, Drier, Healthier, Kills Dust Mites

e

3 special
wP supplies

Continued from Page 1

Working in conjunction
with the Franklin Youth Cen-
ter, the Foundation has con-
tributed to the Center’s Med-
ley March Madness program,
and also awarded four schol-
arships to students enrolled
in the Youth center, she said.

“But this was our biggest,

$7K In Sensory

Supplies

SL /1]

the one that we are just so ex-
cited to be able to unveil and
present, Fryson said. “And
we want to be able to do
that to other schools in the
district once we understand
what the needs are and how
we can again be most impact-
ful”

Her  brother,
Breedy, said he was inspired

Kwame

to join his sister by their
grandmother.

“Just following in her
footsteps, the values she in-
stilled in us and just making
an impact in the community
and hopefully we can receive
donations and get the guid-
ance from what people need
and pass it forward,” he said.

THE

GODDARD SCHOOL’

FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

Extraordinary Awaits

Now Enrolling For Fall 2024
Come Join Our Family!

149 PIERCE STREET « SOMERSET - 732-366-1010

4 FIND

eSauna

| © New Equipment & TVs

o Kids/Adult KARATE

| o Koko Fit Digital Training
e Zumba/Yoga/Hiit/ and

| S0 Much More!

UR BALANCE.

" FINDYOURY.

' To be our best/Selves, we need to take care of
our whole selves. Find balance in spirit,
mind and body at the Y.

gscymca.org/programs

HILLSBOROUGH YMCA
A branch of Greater Somerset County YMCA

As mentioned in MEN’S JOURNAL MAGAZINE

« Superfast Drying
o Pretreat Traffic Lanes
« Furniture Moved

(732) 356-8540

FREE ESTIMATES

* Spot & Stain Removal
* Deodorize
« Sanitize

i

2 ] Q Franklin Towne Center
I s 3391 Route 27 I
et GIUb Metm @ So. Middlebush Road
[m] USAN, Franklin Park
I Take a tour FITNESS AND WELLNESS CENTER I
of our club!

OPEN: M-F 6AM -10PM e Sat. & Sun. 7AM - 5PM
732-422-0046 o clubmetrousa.com
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Flavors that warm the soul,

enchanting ambiance, and __
hospitality that radiates warmth. '
Samudhra invites you '
to experience Indian cuisine like

P

‘a‘ B
."‘ .~ 5
.y

never before!

ey
1 «l O«
Premium Restaurant & Lounge

3391 NJ Route 27, Unit #107 Franklin Park, NJ 08823, USA
@ www.samudhra.com % +1(732)369 9942 @samudhrausa

samudh




