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Somerset Woods resident Ann
Zando, second from right,
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birthday. There for the celebra-
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Mother Of 6-Year-Old Girl Killed On
School Bus Has Questions For School Board

GRIEVING MOTHER — Najmah Nash speaks to the Board of Education at its July 27 meeting.

he mother of a
6-year-old girl killed
on a school bus earli-

er this month had two ques-
tions for the Board of Educa-
tion at its July 27 meeting.

Najmah Nash wanted
to know if the District is in-
vestigating the Montauk bus
company, on whose bus her
daughter Fajr Atiya Williams
was riding when she strangled

on a harness holding her on
her wheelchair, and also what
the District is doing to make
sure an accident like that nev-
er happens again.

Nash said she felt the

answers she was given by
schools Superintendent John
Ravally were “broad.”

Nash’s  daughter,

could neither speak nor

who

walk, was attending a sum-
mer program at Claremont
Elementary School. On July
17, she was killed on the way
to school when, after the bus
hit a few bumps, she slumped
in her wheelchair and was
strangled by the four-point
harness keeping her in her
wheelchair, which was se-
cured in the back of the bus.
The bus
27-year-old New Brunswick

monitor, a

woman, was charged with
manslaughter and endanger-
ing the welfare of a child after
police said she was sitting in
the front of the bus attending
to her cell phone while wear-

Continued on Page 6.

Opponents To B9 Warehouses Get
Their Say At Planning Board Meeting

pponents of a pro-
posed  two-ware-
house development

at Schoolhouse and Mettlers
roads got the chance on July
19 to convince the Planning
Board that the application
should not be approved.

The opponents, the ma-
jority of whom are Canal
Walk residents, relied on the
testimony of an engineer, a
sound consultant and a plan-
ner to make their case that the
B9 Schoolhouse warehouse
project, proposed by Link
Logistics, should be denied.

The takeaways from that
testimony were that the ap-
plicant’s engineers may have
underestimated the amount
of water runoff that will be
generated by modern-day
storms, and that a proposed
dam may fail because of tree
plantings, that there hasn’t
been any substantial study of
the noise that will be gener-
ated by the warchouse oper-
ation, and that the property’s
zoning did not anticipate
warehouses.

As have the past four

OPPOSITION IS HEARD — Mary Paist-Goldman testifies about the B9

management plan while attorney Stuart Lieberman looks on.

Schoolhouse warehouse project’s water

hearings on this application,
the July 19 session was held
in the Board of Education’s
administrative campus com-
munity room, where more
than 200 people sat patiently
— for the most part — during
the 2.5-hour hearing.

The

calls  for

plan

the construction of one
144,450-square-foot
house and one70,970-square-

ware-

foot warehouse on the 20-
acre lot.

The engineer hired by the
opponents, Mary Paist-Gold-
man, told the Board that she
had several concerns ab out

the project: a study of the
site’s water tables was done at
the wrong time of year, when
water levels would naturally
be lower; that the stormwater
management plan will steer
about 1 million gallons of
water to a dam that might not

Continued on Page 7.

New EAS VP Named By School Board

dgar Vazquez Molina
was named the new
vice-principal at Eliz-

abeth Avenue School at the
Board of Education’s July 27

meeting.

Molina was previously a
teacher at Pine Grove Manor
School. He replaces Jennifer
Stein, who was named lat
month as principal at Frank-
lin Park School.

“I'm very excited to take
on this new journey as I tran-
sition from teacher to admin-
istrator,), Molina said. “I'm
really grateful to continue to
serve Franklin township and

its beautiful, diverse commu-
nity, and I want to tell the
families, the community that
they can reach out to me with
any concerns, any questions.”
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Five New FTPD Officers, Lieutenant,
Sergeant Sworn In At Council Meeting

TAKING THE OATH — FTPD Lt. Brandon Domotor is ceremonially sworn in to his new rank at the July 11 Township

Council meeting.

our rookies — one of
Fthem a township na-
tive — and a seasoned
officer were ceremonially
sworn in to the Franklin

Township Police Depart-

ment at the July 11 Township
Council meeting.

Also at the meeting, two
newly minted Sergeants and
a Lieutenant were sworn in
to their new ranks.

The officers starting their
law enforcement careers with
the FTPD are Franklin native
Justin Scott, 23; Tyrell Jud-
son 27, and Marcus Rountree
28, both of Piscataway, and

Abdul-Aziz Oudeh 23, a na-
tive of Livingston.

Also joining the force is
Carron McCluney, 32, of
Orange. McCluney served as
a Maplewood police officer
from 2019 to 2023.

The new hires bring the
total number of uniformed
FTPD officers to 101. More
hires are in the offing, ac-
cording to FTPD spokesman
Det. Sgt. Vincent Wilson.

“We are happy to have
the manpower, we are happy
to have these distinguished
gentlemen,” Public Safety Di-
rector Quovella Maeweather
said of the new recruits.

Sworn in as Sergeants
were Meghan McCarthy, an
11-year FTPD veteran, and
Alewain Burwell, an 18-year
FTPD veteran, and sworn in
as a Lieutenant was Brandon
Domotor, a 17-year FTPD

veteran.

McDonalds Finally Gets Blessing From HPAC

t took a few go-rounds,
Ibut the McDonald’s
Corp. finally got the
needed approval from the

township Historic Preserva-
tion Advisory Commission
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William K. gﬁaason, ‘Manager,
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1360 Hamilton Street
Somerset, New Jersey 08873

Phone: (732) 545-0700 | Fax: (732) 545-0046
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July 18 for its new restaurant
in Rutgers Plaza on Easton
Avenue.

The sticking point was
architectural drawings for
the new structure that will
take the place of the former
Burger King. Commissioners
refused to vote on the plan
until the drawings reflected
what Commissioners were
told would be the materi-
als used for elements of the
structure, particularly the
trash enclosure.

McDonalds lawyer for
this application, Dan Klein,

was told at the June meet-
ing what the Commission-
ers were looking for: for the
design elements on the page
matched what they were be-
ing told.

But, at least according to
Commission chairman An-
drew Burian, they didnt get
what they wanted, but it was
close enough.

“I don’t think it’s worth
belaboring this,” said Burian
— who is an architect — after
looking at new renderings
presented by Klein. “It’s not
drawn correctly, still, but I

think it’s fine to move on.”

Burian was concerned
that bricks represented on the
drawing were not the bricks
Klein said would be used in
the construction.

“When I asked the engi-
neers, they said they would
have to hand-draw each
brick,” Klein said.

“So, that’s what they need
to do,” Burian said. “That’s a
terrible excuse. When we spe-
cifically asked for something
to be graphically represented,
that's what the expectation

»

is.
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School District Seeks Permission From State
To Continue To Use Modular Classrooms

s promised earlier in
the year, an applica-
tion to the state to

use trailer classrooms at five
township schools during the
2023-24 school year was ap-
proved by the Board of Edu-
cation at its June 20 meeting.

The trailers would be
used at Pine Grove Manor,
MacAfee Road, Hillcrest

CENTRAL

and the Franklin Park annex
elementary schools and at
Franklin Middle School -
Sampson G. Smith campus.
The trailers are needed
to “provide more flexibility
for building administrators
when planning unique small-
er group learning experienc-
es; District spokeswoman
Mary Clark said in an email.

“Also  although  PreK
classes can not be hosted
inside the modular spaces,
we have been able to use the
modulars for elective offer-
ings such as art class, music
“This

then makes more space in-

»
class, etc.,” she wrote.

side those main buildings for
hosting Pre-K sections.”
The application was sent

* Superfast Drying
* Pretreat Traffic Lanes
* Furniture Moved

{732 356-8540

FREE ESTIMATES

REAL STEAM SANITIZING @250°
Cleaner, Drier, Healthier, Kills Dust Mites
» Spot & Stain Removal
* Deodorize
*Sonifize <

to the state Department of
Education, as was an appli-
cation in January to use the

trailers during the just-com-
pleted school year.

The portable classrooms
were first leased in 2013. The
leases’ terms were for five
years, after which the District
owned them.
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Life Stories

Richard H. Kaiser, Jr., 78;
Fomm’ea’ Kaiser Landscaping

ichard H. Kaiser, Jr.
of Somerset passed
way on June 30 at

home, surrounded by his lov-
ing family. He was 78.

Born in Jersey City and
raised in Secaucus and Pisca-
taway, he had lived in Som-
erset for most of his life. He
enjoyed spending any time
possible on Long Beach Is-
land and always had a copy of
the Sandpaper with him.

Rick worked as a techni-
cian for Bell Laboratories in
Murray Hill for 30 years and
established Kaiser Landscap-
ing in Somerset more than 60
years ago. The company grew
to include more than 50 em-

ployees with the support of
his sons, Steve and Rob.

He was respected for
his strong work ethic, often
working 2-3 jobs at a time.
He always enjoyed his work,
whether it was fixing up an
old house, remodeling an-
other or building something
new. He was passionate about
landscaping from an early
age when he started mowing
lawns as a young boy. He was
very active with Cook Col-
lege and learned as much as
he could about landscaping
and turf management.

He was an avid outdoors-
man, fisherman, boater, gar-
dener, mechanic, and never
missed a chance to operate a
tractor or heavy equipment.
Classic car shows were an
event not to be missed as well
as the annual Chowderfest in
the fall at LBI. After retire-
ment, he tended to chickens
and livestock at home and
enjoyed morning visits from

local deer and wildlife.

Mary Ann _Jones, 83;
Volunteerea’ For Many Groups

ary Ann Jones of
M Somerset  passed

away on July 24 at
home. She was 83.

Born in Elizabeth,
lived in Linden for many

she

years before moving to Rah-
way, then Somerset ecarlier
this year.

She worked as a manager
for various pharmaceutical
companies throughout New

Jersey before her retirement.

Mary Ann was an active
volunteer with various sup-
port groups throughout the
state, most notably Relay for
Life in Rahway and the Cir-
cle of Hope. She was also a
member then later modera-
tor of the private online Face-
book group Loss of a Child.

Her son, Richard C. Jones
died in 2013. She is also pre-
deceased by her parents, Ar-
thur E and Helen Kirk; and
brother, Edward E. Kirk in
1964.

Surviving are her daugh-
ters and sons-in-law, Jeanne
Marie and Vincent Rotola
of Rahway, Lois Ann Teku-
la of Linden and Karen and
Gary Belcher of Piscataway;
sister, Jacquelin A. Cocozza
of Somerset; brothers and sis-
ters-in-law, Arthur F Kirk Jr.

He was a regular parishio-
ner of St. Matthias Church in
Somerset and is predeceased
by his parents, Richard and
Madeline Kaiser.

Most of all, Rick cher-
ished spending time with
his family. Surviving are his
wife of 56 years, Madeline;
sons and daughters-in-law,
Michael and Neile Kaiser of
Wailuku, Hawaii, Steve and
Tina Kaiser of South Bound
Brook and Rob and Beth
Kaiser of Piscataway; daugh-
ter, Jenny Kaiser of Piscat-
away; eight grandchildren,
Clay and wife Carolyn, Finn,
Leif, Steven and wife Yulia,
Randy and his wife Ashlynn,
Haley, Justin and Liz; as well
as great-grandchild Carter.
His favorite dogs, Leo and
Stella will miss kissing him
on a daily basis.

Private cremation services
have been handled under
the professional direction of
the Gleason Funeral Home,
Somerset.

and his wife Beverly of New
York and Florida and John
R. Kirk and his wife Amy
of South Orange; six grand-
children, Tara J. Nadler, Kirk
Jones, Jessica Jones, Nicho-
las Tekula, Katelyn Belcher
and Matthew Belcher; and
nieces and nephews, Megan
Kirk, John R. Kirk Jr., Arthur
FE Kirk III (wife, Brianne),
Whitney Kirk, Arthur E
Kirk IV, Griffin Kirk and
Piper Grace Kirk.

Donations in her loving
memory can be made to Re-
lay for Life of Rahway, New
Jersey, ATTN: Renee Sarnic-
ki, Rahway Regional Cancer
Center, 892 Trussler Place,
Rahway, New Jersey 07065.
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r )njcn 1 delicious gourmet meal created and prepared by Chef Giovanni himszelf,
L every Friday and Saturday evening from 5 p.m_ to 9 p.m.. right inzide Joe's
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entire dining experience. Includes complimentary Bruzcetra Toast and Dinner

Salad. BYOB.

Each week we offer additional dinner specials, so be sure to follow

Joe'z Meat Market on Faceboek for the latest updares.

www. Joes-MeatMarket com.
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Joes Meat Market « 28 Main Street « South Bound Brook, N]J

Watershed Protection Topic Of Talk

sentation set for 6 p.m. August 22 at the Franklin Township Library, 485 DeMott Lane.

P rotecting the Lower Raritan Watershed and the region’s water supply is the topic of a pre-

The program will be presented by the Franklin Township Environmental Commis-
sion, the Lower Raritan Watershed Partnership and the Association of New Jersey Environmen-

tal Commissions.

LRWP Board Members Heather Fenyk and Nandini (Dini) Checko will present the pro-
gram. For info, call (732) 873-8700, ext. 110.
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Answers Sought In Death Of 6-Year-Old On School Bus

Continued from Page 1.

ing ear buds, police said.
Responding to  Nash’s

questions, Ravally said the

District has been working

with local police and the

Somerset County Prosecu-
tor’s Office “to investigate
any and all potential leads
to anybody who might have
been involved.”

Regarding Nash’s second

question, Ravally said, “We
do several things to ensure
compliance and we’re go-
ing to continue to do those
things.”

The answers weren’t spe-

St. Matthias School
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cific, Nash said, “but given
the environment, I figure I
will get more of a thorough
explanation at a later time
once I reach out directly to
the Board.”

Nash said after the meet-
ing that two things will bring
her satisfaction.

“I won’t be satisfied until
(the defendant) is in prison
and doing time for what she’s
done,” she said.

“I also won’t be satisfied
until something happens,
something changes, a policy
change,” she said. “The pro-
cedures, safety, everything.
Once things are actually
changing and they sit down
and say were going to do this
and we’re going to do that,
and actually do it, then I will
be satisfied.”

Ravally started the meet-
ing with an extended state-
ment about the girl's death,
focusing on the District’s ef-
forts to ensure the safety of its
students.

“Our
prayers continue to be with

the family and friends of

and

thoughts

the young student who lost
her life due to what law en-
forcement has described as
negligence on the part of an
employee of one of our trans-
portation vendors,” he said.
“As a Board, we do want
to convey that transportation
safety has been and continues
to be a top priority for the
district,” he said. “Our trans-
portation department im-
parts clear expectations on all
of our vendors with regard to
safety and in recent days has
taken steps to remind those
vendors of our expectations
to ensure their compliance”
Compliance spot checks

have been conducted over the
past several weeks, he said,
“and these checks, as well as
other compliance oversight
activities, will remain an im-
portant part of our proce-
dures as all of our students re-
turn to school in September.”

The District is also re-
viewing its contracts with its
bus vendors, “to learn what
options are available when
and if it is necessary to act,
he said. Montauk has the
most contracts for regular
transportation of students to
and from school, said Board
business administrator Brian
Bonanno.

“In addition, as we move
forward, especially given the
increase in the number of
vendors needed to cover bus
routes for the district, the
Board is working to further
tighten  bid
when bidding out supple-

specifications

mental and additional bus
routes that sometimes results
in the hiring of new compa-
nies,” Ravally said.

“Finally, as a Board we
pledge we will continue to
seck ways to further compli-
ance with policies, rules and
regulations as they pertain to
safely transporting students,”
he said. “We will continue
to work with pour vendors
to make sure safety remains a
top priority.”

Bonanno said that the
District’s specializations for
transportation vendor con-
tracts “talk about not wear-
ing ear buds, not using cell

phones.”

“Their full attention
should be on the students,”
he said.

Montauk’s contract for
the 2023-24 school year

ACADEMIC RIGOR DIVERSE COMMUNITY

has already been renewed,
Bonanno said.

The

woman charged in the death

New  Brunswick

of Fajr Atiya Williams was
released on July 25 after her
detention hearing. Superior
Court Judge Christopher
Edwards ordered the woman
released with the conditions
that she have no contact with
children or with the girl’s par-
ents.

Montauk president John
Mensch issued the following
statement on the incident:
“We at Montauk Transit are
all devastated by the loss of
Fajr. We all extend our deep-
est condolences to the family
and are grieving as a Com-
pany. All of our employees
know that the safety of chil-
dren we transport is our top
priority, which is why we are
fully engaged in the law en-
forcement investigation and
support any punishment that
the justice system determines
appropriate.”

The woman was charged
with manslaughter July 19,
according to a press release
from the Somerset County
Prosecutor’s Office.

Township police respond-
ed to the school at about 9:04
am. and found the child
unresponsive, according to
the release. After being giv-
en CPR by the officers, the
child was then taken to an
area hospital, where she was
pronounced dead, according
to the release.

The
charged with 2nd Degree
Manslaughter, and 2nd De-
gree Endangering the Wel-

bus monitor was

fare of a Child, according to

the release.

Call 732-356-5400 to
book a tour today!

Videa!

INDHVIDUALLY-FOCUSED ECAMCATION -

Alowrnt e e S i s hace o Ml
na et et e e CEDAR HILL PREP

| ITERTENTINELL PANE ANLIPAIPET © 0F-RTY NP+ LY = RN, EHERATT © CERBPIACTIE SRS ¢ NRAFMEEN M WAL M

@ CEDAR HILI ml}_uﬂ

The I.uwnsl Prices, Best
SurHlE, INESTRNEIE imﬂ"

-IJ -|-!L—|--I_FI-I-!-.|F.II —J-:"' .ﬂ

4 |

L S 31y Bt Jhorssdy o I'l
- We e
e s os we fill u'l!“mrl with hﬁhﬂﬁs'n:’-ﬂ:fm
your favarite i
=| sslespeopls from We sell ol mgjer bronds, Inr.ildill GE®, flilldliﬂm lﬁ“’I
Dﬂrﬂm 5 Smwlﬁ, Whirlpool®, Ind':":'mliuilnr More! |
ar ight hrea EVERTHING for your kifchen, lnundry & T"l '
MY Refrigerators, ﬂnnlrll:l:lu - lm?sh e
- 'i'l:hrs, Ilrru_u,%: Grill TVs ond m!

B Bl -,
___ AND 50 llﬂl MORE! o

—I[mm} {ifll B




THE FRANKLIN REPORTER & ADVOCATE Monthly Digest, July 2023

Page 7

B9 Warehouses Opponents Begin Their Case At Planning Board

Continued from Page 1.

be able to handle that volume
of water, and that between SO
and 75 trees and other plant-
ings are planned for the area
around the dam, which is not
allowed under the state’s dam
safety rules.

Paist-Goldman also told
the Board that the stormwa-
ter management plan uses
outdated precipitation charts
that were last updated in
1999. She said the state De-
partment of Environmental
Protection has recently enact-
ed a new rule requiring that
precipitation rates of current
storms be used instead. She
said that although the plan
was created prior to the new
rule going into effect, engi-
neers have known about it for
about a year.

Mark Healey, the Town-
ship’s principal planner, said
that he has seen many plans
that have trees and landscap-

ing in and around retention
basins.

“Can you explain why
this application you feel that
the applicant placing land-
scaping in and around the
basin is inconsistent with the
rules?” he asked.

“In the basin is generally
OK, it’s outside on the berm
itself where vegetation is pro-
hibited under the dam safety
standards,” she said. “Putting
vegetation on the down slope
of the embankment ... is what
tends to cause those feeder
roots” that cause dams and
retention walls to fail.

Paist-Goldman contend-
ed that because the soil and
water table tests were done
in the summer, rather than
between January and April,
those test results should not
be accepted.

But township engineer
Darren Mazzei said that he’s
seen many applications where

soil tests were done during
other parts of the year.

Paist-Goldman  argued
that because the applicant’s
engineers unilaterally reclas-
sified the type of soil in that
area from what is indicated
on official maps, state regula-
tions require that the tests be
done from January to April.

The final witness, Carlos
Rodrigues, a planner, told the
Board that “the site will not
be recognizable after their
site plan has been implement-
ed”

“My contention is that
the BI zone did not antici-
pate the current crop of ware-
houses.” he said.

Rodrigues’s assertions
were challenged by Peter
Lanfrit, Link’s attorney. Lan-
frit was unable to complete
his questioning of the plan-
ner due to the late hour.

He did ask a number of
questions about Rodrigues’s
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FULL HOUSE — Once again, more than 200 people showed up for the B9 warehouses hearing.

tion of Canal Walk is covered
by the Mettlers Road scenic

understanding of the BI zone corridor overlay zone.

and whether a certain por-
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