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The Township Coun-
cil appears to be 
heading into a three-

way partnership that could 

result in a permanent com-
munity health center estab-
lished at one of the Franklin 
Middle School campuses.

Council members spoke 
favorably of a proposal to 
contribute $1.5 million of 
the $7.7 million received 

in American Rescue Fund 
money to build the center on 
the Franklin Middle School - 
Hamilton Street campus.

The building would be 
owned by the school district, 
which would make it avail-
able to Dover-based Zufall 
Health Services, the company 
that would provide the medi-
cal services.

The plan was laid out at 
the May 23 Township Coun-
cil meeting by Fran Palm, Zu-
fall’s CEO, and John Ravally, 
the district schools Superin-
tendent.

“I’m totally in support of 
this initiative,” Councilwom-
an Kimberly Francois (D-At 
Large) said after the presen-
tation. “It’s a good fit for the 
American Rescue Fund fund-
ing that we’re going to get.”

Palm told the Council 
that initially, medical services 

Township Council Amenable To  
Partnering On Community Health Clinic

A HEALTHY IDEA – Fran Palm, Zufall’s CEO, talks about the proposed partnership at the May 23 Township Council 
meeting.

PARTY EMCEE – Windy White, the Township Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment’s Deputy Director, speaks during the May 20 Franklin Township Youth 
Center’s first anniversary celebration.

The Franklin Town-
ship Youth Center 
threw itself a birth-

day party on May 20 to cel-
ebrate its first year of opera-
tion.

The Center officially 
opened its doors on May 14, 
2022.

At the anniversary event, 
attendees heard from a va-
riety of speakers and four 
major Center partners were 
honored.

Also on hand to celebrate 
the Center’s anniversary was 
U.S. Rep. Bonnie Watson 
Coleman (D-12), who pre-
sented the Center with a $1 
million check from a federal 
program at its grand opening.

The Center “was a great 
concept, and its utility is 
obviously very important,” 
she said. “Having opportu-
nities for our children to be 
engaged in organization, in-
spiration and expectations is 
what happens here. Families 
get supported here.”

Coleman said she stays in 
touch with what is going on 
in Franklin because “I think 
it’s very important for us to 
have a close relationship with 
our communities to know ex-
actly what they need. It might 
not be showing up in that big 

list on (Capitol) Hill.”
Speaking during the cer-

emony, Mayor Phil Kramer 
referenced the May 11 mur-
der of a cab driver in Franklin, 
in which two Franklin teens 
and one from New Bruns-
wick were charged.

“I’m wondering in the 
past year how many headlines 
we avoided because of this 
center,” he said. “We’ll nev-
er know how many lives you 
saved, have saved, and will 
save.”

Township Councilwom-
an Kimberly Francois (D-At 
Large) noted that one of the 
teenagers charged in the cab-
bie’s murder often came to 
the Youth Center.

“We have to look to the 
positive, we have to look to 
the fruitful and the positive 
about what’s been going on 
here,” she said.

Calling the Center a 
“wonderful, glorious, fan-
tastic awesome place,” Fran-
cois said, “This is a critical 
resource for our community. 
There have been a lot of ac-
tivities at the youth center ... 
this is a safe place, and we will 
continue to do all that we can 
for our youth.”

Youth Center Throws 
First Birthday Party

Scan the QR Code with a 
mobile device to see an exclu-
sive interview with U.S. Rep. 
Bonnie Watson Coleman and 
Beau Byrtus, director of the 
Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment.

Scan the QR Code with your 
mobile device to see the anni-
versary ceremony.

Continued on Page 7.

Franklin Township’s 
wealth of diversity was 
on display May 12 at 

the inaugural Diversity Night 
Festival at Franklin Middle 
School - Sampson G. Smith 
campus.

The event featured per-
formances, food and crafts 
highlighting the varied cul-
tures of township residents.

The event spring from the 
month diversity nights held 
at various township schools, 

said Daryn Plummer, the dis-
trict’s Supervisor of Equity, 
Inclusion and World Lan-
guage.

“It’s a culmination of cel-
ebrations that bring together 
our community in a way that 
we can celebrate each other, 
learn about each other and 
just have a good time,” he 
said.

“We collaborated with 
many different committee 
members from buildings 

throughout the district to 
have crafts and activities for 
the kids, games from around 
the world,” he said “So it’s a 
great collaboration and cul-
mination for the year.”

Performances took place 
in the school auditorium, 
while food was served in the 
cafeteria.

Among the performers 
were the cast from the Frank-
lin High School performance 
of The Descendants; the 

Asian Awareness Club, who 
performed a dance routine; 
Liane Ingalls, who read an 
original poem entitled, “I 
Am;” the Phi Delta Kap-
pa Sorority Xinos & Ku-
dos, who performed a step 
show, and the Franklin High 
School Dance Troupe, who 
presented an Afro Beat dance 
performance.

The Media Center was 

home to a wide variety of dis-
plays, including by the Sikh 
Youth of Franklin Township 
Schools, whose members 
were outfitting attendees in 
authentic turbans.

Groups were also sta-
tioned throughout the school 
in hallways, showing off arts 
and crafts of their cultures.

“We have an opportuni-
ty, because we have so much 
diversity in our district, to 
really learn from each other,” 
Plummer said. “This is a way 
to show community mem-
bers, show students, that get-
ting together ... and learning 
about each other’s culture is 
the way we want to operate as 
Franklin Warriors.”

Diversity In Franklin Township  
Celebrated At School District Festival

CULTURAL APPRECIATION NIGHT – Schools Superintendent John Ravally was one of many attendees for whom 
turbans were prepared by members of the Sikh Youth of Franklin group.

“It’s a culmination of 
celebrations that bring 

together our community 
...” – Daryn Plummer

Continued on Page 7.



Page 2	 The Franklin Reporter & Advocate Monthly Digest, May 2023

Gleason Funeral 
Home

Providing traditional service with a contemporary 
approach

William K. Gleason, Manager,
N.J. Lic. No. 4489

1360 Hamilton Street
Somerset, New Jersey 08873

Phone: (732) 545-0700 | Fax: (732) 545-0046
www.gleasonfuneralhome.com

Learn more at unitybank.com/CDspecials1

4.25%
APY

15 MONTH CD1
3.75%

APY
9 MONTH CD1

     EQUAL HOUSING LENDER  |  MEMBER FDIC  |  9 MO PROMO CODE: 1098  |  15 MO PROMO CODE: 1099

1 APY = ANNUAL PERCENTAGE YIELD. PENALTY FOR EARLY WITHDRAWAL APPLIES. PRINCIPAL MAY BE REDUCED BY PENALTY AMOUNT. MINIMUM 
DEPOSIT OF $1000 FOR ALL CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT (CD) PRODUCTS. AVAILABLE FOR CONSUMER, BUSINESS, AND IRA/RETIREMENT CD’S. OFFER 
VALID BEGINNING JANUARY 24, 2023. OFFER CAN BE WITHDRAWN AT ANY TIME. RATES, TERMS, AND CONDITIONS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITH-
OUT NOTICE. PLEASE ASK A REPRESENTATIVE FOR MORE DETAILS. MAXIMUM DEPOSIT OF $1,000,000. CURRENT CDS WILL NOT AUTO-RENEW AT 
PROMOTIONAL RATES, CALL 800-618-2265 FOR DETAILS. ONLINE ACCOUNT OPENING IS NOT AVAILABLE TO IRA OR BUSINESS ACCOUNTS.

Publishers
PJ Parker | Bill Bowman
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editor@franklinreporter.com
(908) 581-3522
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PJ Parker, Advertising Director

ads@franklinreporter.com
(732) 820-0840

The Franklin Reporter & Advocate Monthly 
Digest is distributed throughout Franklin 

Township at a variety of restaurants, retail outlets, 
housing developments, the Municipal Complex, Town-

ship Library and branches and the Township  
Community/Senior center.
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receives 40 percent of its electricty from solar energy 
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The Franklin Township 
Chamber of Commerce 

2023
Small Business of the Year

$500 REWARD!
For information leading to the arrest and conviction 

of those responsible for the murder of 
SHARON THOR.

Call Crimestoppers: 1-888-577-TIPS (8477) 
or email tips@888577tips.org with any information.

Sponsored By 1873 Amwell Road

The developer of two 
proposed warehous-
es at Mettlers and 

Schoolhouse roads took an-
other shot at approval May 3 
in a marathon hearing before 
the Planning Board.

Link Logistics presented 
a plan that has been scaled 
down from its original, with 
an emphasis on landscaping 
to shield the two warehouses 
from residents of adjoining 
Canal Walk and Summerfield 
55-plus adult communities.

As they did when they 
were presented with the 
original plan during a Janu-
ary hearing, and under the 
watchful eyes of the more 
than 200 residents at the 
hearing, Planning Board 
members critiqued the proj-
ect and presented the devel-
oper with their wish lists of 
things they’d like to see in-
corporated in the plans.

The developer’s repre-
sentatives – an engineer, ar-
chitect and landscape archi-
tect – also came under sharp 
questioning from an attorney 
hired by a group of Canal 
Walk residents opposed to 
the project.

The project, known as 
B9 Schoolhouse Owner, has 
been the subject of months 

of criticism from Canal Walk 
residents and others. Lob-
bying by those opposed to 
the proposed development 
spurred the Township Coun-
cil to enact a de facto ban on 
future warehouse develop-
ment in the township.

The revised project pre-
sented to the Planning Board 
on May 3 was about 30,000 
square feet smaller than the 
original.

Plans call for two build-
ings on the 20-acre lot, 
with the first building being 
144,450 square feet and the 
second building measuring 
70,970 square feet.

The first building will 
have 42 loading docks, while 
the second building will have 
18 loading docks, the Board 
was told.

Peter Lanfrit, the devel-
oper’s attorney, emphasized 
the landscaping plan in his 
questioning, attempting to 
show residents that they 
won’t really see the ware-
house when all of the planned 
foliage matures.

That assertion was met 
with skepticism by some 
Board members, who point-
ed out that illustrations of 
what different views would 
look like in 10 years, shown 

by the landscape architect, 
didn’t show the pictured 
trees and shrubs in the Fall 
and Winter.

The developer’s land-
scape architect, Brian Hanes, 
did not have an answer when 
he was questioned how long 
it would take for the planted 
landscaping to actually have 
an effect on shielding nearby 
residents from the warehouse 
buildings.

Board members also told 
the developers what they 
would like to see incorporat-
ed into the design.

Board vice president 
Charles Brown said he would 
like to see sidewalk along 
School House Road, as an ex-
tension of that which is now 
on Mettlers Road.

Brown said he would also 
like to see a plan to allow em-
ployees to safely walk from 
one building to the other.

The developer’s engineer 
testified that only the larger 
of the two buildings would 
be built to accommodate so-
lar panels. Board chairman 
Michael Orsini said he’d like 
to see the smaller building 
built to be solar-ready, even 
though it’s not required on 
buildings that size.

In response to an earlier 

question about potential op-
erating hours, Lanfrit told the 
Board that the Township’s 
ordinance does not prohibit 
24-7 operations, but he could 
not say what the hours would 
be because the warehouse as 
yet has no tenants.

“No ordinance is ever 
written that covers every 
possible thing that needs to 
be covered,” Board member 
Robert Thomas said. “I think 
the fact that this is adjacent 
on two sides to very large 
residential areas ... (allows) 
consideration to a limitation 
of hours.”

Stuart Lieberman, an at-
torney representing a group 
of Canal Walk residents op-
posing the development, also 
questioned the three devel-
oper’s witnesses on their tes-
timony

Lieberman’s questions 
ranged from the suitability 
of the soil on that tract for 
development, to the types of 
trees planned to be planted, 
to what noise mitigation ef-
forts were planned.

The next hearing on the 
application is set for 7:30 
p.m. June 21 at the Board of 
Education administration 
building, 2301 Route 27.

Planning Board Resumes Hearing Of  
B9 Schoolhouse Warehouses Application
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JOE’S MEAT MARKET • 28 MAIN STREET, SOUTH BOUND BROOK • CALL (732) 356-4557

GET GRILLIN’
with our

WEEKEND WARRIOR PACKAGE!
Package Includes:

• 8 1/4-pound Burgers
• 8 (1 pkg) Hot Dogs
• 8 Marinated Italian-Style Chicken Legs & � ighs
• 2 � ick-Cut T-Bone Steaks
• 1 lb. each Potato Salad, Macaroni Salad & Cole Slaw
• 1 pkg. each Martin’s Potato Hamburger & Hot Dog Rolls

Regular Retail Price: 
$88

Joe’s Package Price
ALL SUMMER LONG: 

$69.99!

We look forward to seeing you ...

Our outdoor roped-in area is open weekends, 

and our indoor area is back to 100 percent occupancy for socially distanced beer lovers!

Scan the QR code for our rules, hours and beers!

14J World’s Fair Drive • Somerset, New Jersey
www.JerseyCyclone.com

COMPLIMENTARY SERVICES: AGES 3-ADULT

3001 Route 27 • Floor 2 • Franklin Park
732-900-4549 •andrewmusic21@yahoo.com

SKILL LEVEL EVALUATION

2 FREE LESSONS: Guitar, Keyboard, Vocal.
Practice instruments provided
Public Performances and Recitals

RUNNERS’ CLUB  
& WELLNESS CLASSES

•	Sauna
•	New Equipment & TVs
•	Kids/Adult KARATE
•	Koko Fit Digital Training
•	Zumba/Yoga/Hiit/ and 

So Much More!

As mentioned in MEN’S JOURNAL MAGAZINE

OPEN: M-F 6AM –10PM • Sat. & Sun. 7AM – 5PM
732-422-0046 • clubmetrousa.com

Franklin Towne Center 
3391 Route 27 

@ So. Middlebush Road 
Franklin Park

Take a tour 
of our club!

A plan to convert an 
historic township 
building into a satel-

lite campus for Raritan Valley 
Community College was scut-
tled, mainly because of renova-
tion price constraints.

The idea of converting the 
circa-1892 Tulipwood House 
on Hamilton Street into 
college classrooms was first 
broached in September 2021 
by Township Councilman 
Ram Anbarasan (D-At Large).

At the time, Anbarasan 
estimated that renovation 
costs for the Township-owned 
building would be between $4 
million and $5 million.

But Anbarasan said re-
cently that the cost was much 
higher.

“The cost per square foot 
was prohibitive,” he said. “Just 
for the 3,000-square-foot 
building is was north of $5 
million.”

Also dooming the plan was 
the need for a small parking 
lot, he said.

The lot “had to go behind 
it, and there was no other ex-
pansion permitted,” he said. 
“Very limiting due to the his-
toric designation. Too bad.”

All hope is not lost, An-
barasan said.

“So wee are working on 
finding RVCC alternate loca-
tions, including at the Con-
solata campus classrooms,” he 
said, referring to the Board of 
Education property located 
on the former Consulate Mis-
sionaries property on Route 
27.

“Hopefully in the Fall, we 
will have some programs be-
ginning,” he said.

RVCC president Michael 
J. McDonough said through a 
college spokeswoman that the 
college is still interested in a 
Franklin location.

“Raritan Valley Commu-
nity College is committed to 
serving the educational needs 
of our students and the entire 
community, including Frank-
lin Township,” he said in the 
statement. “The College con-
tinues to look at potential edu-
cational sites within the Town-
ship and explore ways to better 
serve the residents of Franklin 
Township.”

Anbarasan said in 2021 
that the types of courses that 
could be taught at a Franklin 
satellite location could include 
first-year courses and work-
force training.

“Allied health care, English 
as a Second Language, perhaps 
GED, those kinds of programs 
that don’t require big lab spac-
es,” he said at the time.

Plan For RVCC Satellite  
Campus At Tulipwood Scuttled

A team of 5th Grad-
ers from the Coner-
ly Road Elementary 

School won the district’s 
second annual Invention 
Competition at Franklin 
High School on May 10.

Funded by the town-
ship-based Sodhani Foun-
dation, the competition is 
designed to foster innova-
tion and invention in the 
area of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math.

Teams from the district’s 
seven elementary schools 
and two middle school cam-
puses competed internally 
earlier in the year.

The winners of those 
school competitions then 
went on to the May 10 event 
to crown the district cham-

pions.
The winning Conerly 

Road School team – Savan-
nah Sewnarine, Amari Mon-
tas and Vihaan Patel – creat-
ed a water-cleaning system 
inspired by tube worms.

Tube worms are deep-
sea creatures that live in hot 
watery flows that spring up 
from the sea floor.

The group’s invention, 
which they call “Process 
Chemosynthesis Biomim-
icry,” or PCB, uses a mem-
brane to mimic the process 
of chemosynthesis – the 
production of food using 
organic energy rather than 
sunlight. 

But where living organ-
isms use that process to cre-
ate their food, PCB uses it 

to filter out and break down 
garbage found in streams, 
rivers and oceans.

In their presentation, 
the students said they chose 
their project “to make an in-
vention that would filter out 
trash from water since we 
know much of sea life today 
is on the brink of extinction 
due to scattered plastic.”

The students’ science 
teacher, Stephen Neely, said 
he was proud of the team.

Vimal Sodhani, presi-
dent of the Sodhani Foun-
dation, said he wanted to 
inspire students to “bring 
name and fame to Franklin 
Township schools.”

“I want all the younger 
generation to do some in-
novation,” he said. “Some of 
the kids may become scien-
tists, engineers, doctors.”

Neely said he told the 
students about the tube 
worms, “how they lived at 
the bottom of the sea, and 
they just took off with it.” 

All three teams will be 
honored at a special Board 
of Education meeting on 
June 5 at Franklin Middle 
School - Hamilton Street 
campus.

Conerly Road School Team Wins 
District Invention Competition

FUTURE INVENTORS – Conerly Road School students Savannah 
Sewnarine, Amari Montas and Vihaan Patel and their teacher, Stephen 
Neely, after the winners were announced.



Page 4	 The Franklin Reporter & Advocate Monthly Digest, May 2023

We’re Hiring! 

Stop by either of our Somerset locations, at  
1067 Easton Avenue (Village Plaza) or  

1760 Easton Avenue (Easton Franklin Shopping Center), 
to complete an application!

Shifts Are: 
6 a.m. – 2 p.m. • 2–10 p.m. • 10 p.m. – 6 a.m.

• Monthly meetings time/location email s2s@s2scnj.org

• Earn a $10 ShopRite card just by getting your  
    mammogram

• Go to s2scnj.org for details

1201 Hamilton Street, Somerset
(732) 246-8300

Phone: 800.940.9165   Fax: 732.940.0099

New Homes, Apartments Approved By Land Use Boards
Planning Board Approves 10 New Houses, Solar Array Near Wilf Campus

A plan to build 10 
single-family homes 
and install a large so-

lar array on land adjacent to 
the Wilf Campus for Senior 
Living on DeMott Lane was 
reluctantly approved by the 
Planning Board on May 17.

The project calls for the 
installation of the bulk of the 

solar array – which will be 
used to provide electricity to 
the Wilf campus – on slightly 
more than 3 acres, and for the 
10 single-family homes to be 
built on a 4-acre plot.

The application was 
largely conforming to zon-
ing regulations for the R-20 
zone in which the project 
will sit. The only variances 

needed were those requested 
by members of the township’s 
Technical Review Com-
mittee to move some of the 
single-family homes further 
away from wetlands.

The project also calls for 
the removal of hundreds of 
trees on about 7 acres of the 
roughly 34-acre tract, a fact 
which brought out neighbors 
worried about their proper-
ties flooding from hurricanes 
and other severe storms with-
out those natural stormwater 
diffusers.

By law, a Planning Board 
cannot generally reject an 
application that is conform-
ing to local zoning laws and a 
town’s Master Plan. That was 
the dilemma the Board found 
itself in, according to Board 
chairman Michael Orsini.

“We could deny it if we 
wanted to,” Orsini said of 
the application. “Then they 
would come back with a 
conforming application. The 
only difference between that 

application and what we are 
hearing tonight, is that ... it 
would not preserve the even 
more environmentally sensi-
tive areas to the north.”

“The issues we face to-
night are not as clear cut as 
deny or not,” he said. “It’s a 
conforming application, but 
for those variances that staff 
asked them to apply for.”

Under the plan, Berg-
er Street would be extend-
ed into the property and 
end in a cul-de-sac. The 10 
2,1600-square-foot houses 
would be arranged with three 
houses on one side of the 
street and seven houses on 
the other side.

A number of adjacent 
property owners showed up 
to speak against the project. 
Their objections centered 
on flood threats posed by the 
removal of hundreds of trees.

“I’ve lived here for over 18 
years,” Annette Shadiack of 
Buttonwood Drive told the 
Board. “I have lived through 

Superstorm Sandy; I’ve lived 
through Ida. My property has 
an easement on both sides 
for the underground storm 
drains. During Hurricane 
Sandy, during Ida, Button-
wood drive flooded because 
the storm drains could not 
carry water fast enough.”

Lilac Road resident Lou-
ise Gurgui told the Board 
that she still remembers 
flooding in her backyard 
from Hurricane Gloria in the 
mid-1980s.

“The entire backyard up 
to our patio was underwa-
ter for several days,” she said. 
“Manhole covers were danc-
ing with the water that was 
flowing through.”

Jacqueline Jackson, also 
of Lilac Lane, said land next 
to her property was left va-
cant “due to the severe flood-
ing of Seeley’s Brook.”

“Proof of the impact of 
this flooding is evident in the 
recent damage of the Magno-
lia Bridge that runs over See-

ley’s Brook,” she said. “Mag-
nolia Road was closed from 
2021 to 2022. That was due 
to the flooding damage after 
Hurricane Ida.”

Magnolia Road resident 
Steve Gillooly told the Board 
that “I think there are better 
alternatives this developer 
can use for their property.”

“This is unnecessary and 
destructive,” he said. “It is not 
good for our community, it’s 
not good for our township.”

“I’m not opposed to solar, 
I’m opposed to destroying 
seven acres for the purpos-
es of additional houses in a 
flood zone, and the addition-
al loss of trees,” he said.

Several Board members 
said they agreed with Orsi-
ni’s comment when he cast 
his “yes” vote: If it’s denied, 
he said, the applicant “could 
come back with a conforming 
application where we would 
have no leverage ... and it 
could be worse.”

TESTIFYING – Jacqueline Jackson of Lilac Lane tells the Planning Board her 
thoughts on the Wilf application

12-Unit Apartment Complex Approved By Zoning Board

A Newark-based de-
veloper walked in to 
the May 18 Zoning 

Board of Adjustment meet-
ing with an application for a 

12-unit for-purchase town-
house development and left 
with an approval for a 12-
unit apartment complex.

And the changeover oc-

curred in a matter of minutes.
The developer, Black-

stone 360, targeted the 
five-building development – 
called Villas at Norma Park – 

at Norma Avenue and Frank-
lin Boulevard.

The two-story units are 
one- and two-bedrooms, 
with one- and two-car garag-
es and basements.

The units have terraces 
and balconies, and are ar-
ranged around a cul-de-sac.

Among the variances the 
project needed was a use vari-
ance because the property 
lies in the Office/Profession-
al zone, in which residential 
development is not allowed.

There were also several 
bulk variances needed, which 

caused some Board members 
to wonder aloud if Black-
stone was trying to jam too 
much on the roughly 1.7-acre 
lot.

The application was mov-
ing along when Board mem-
ber Robert Shepherd ques-
tioned the viability of the 
Homeowners’ Association 
which would be needed for 
the project.

Shepherd said the devel-
opment in which he lives, 
and which has an HOA 
board, is comprised of 500 
units and has enough people 

to fill a board.
“I think making this a 

condominium association is 
going to lead to this project 
being a disaster,” he said.

Peter Lanfrit, the appli-
cant’s attorney, then asked 
for a 5-minute recess while 
he spoke with his client.

When the hearing re-
sumed, Lanfrit told the 
Board that his client had no 
problem with converting the 
project to a rental develop-
ment.
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EXPERT REPAIRS FOR LESS
All Brands • All Models

732-828-9403

Somerset:
List Price: $485,000
Sold Price: $507,000

@NicolasDiMeglioBrokerAssociate @NickDiMeglioTheRealtor

North Brunswick:
List Price: $269,000
Sold Price: $285,000

We are still in a seller’s market ...  We are still in a seller’s market ...  
why not take advantage of it NOW?why not take advantage of it NOW?

Franklin Park:
List Price: $350,000
Sold Price: $375,000

Somerset:
List Price: $522,000
Sold Price: $543,000

Nicolas.Com@Att.net

Marketing 
Manager

Sales
Associate
REALTOR®

Broker
Associate
REALTOR®

REAL STEAM SANITIZING @250°
Cleaner, Drier, Healthier, Kills Dust Mites

•Superfast Drying
•Pretreat Traffic Lanes
•Furniture Moved

•Spot & Stain Removal
•Deodorize
•Sanitize

170 JOHN F. KENNEDY BLVD. • 732-828-1402 • WWW.STMATTHIAS.INFO
•Open full-time five days a week
•PreK to Grade 8
•Language, Art, Music, Band, Library, Phys.Ed.
•Enrichment Activities
•Promethean Boards and 1:1 Technology
•ALL FAITHS WELCOME

2023-24
ENROLLMENT
NOW OPEN!

RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION
• Attics
• Basements
• Garages
• Yards

• Concrete
• Rooong
• Sheetrock
• Wood

family owned over 30 years

Alan Daniel, Owner •153 Myrtle Street, Somerset • (732) 247-4847•(732) 221-7569 (cell)

Life Stories

Walter W. Fried-
berg, 93, passed 
away on April 

27 at his home in Somerset. 
Born on June 13, 1929, 

in Brooklyn, New York, he 
was the son of Isador and 
Ida (Pearlman) Friedberg. 
Walter lived in Houston for 
a short period of time, before 
returning to Brooklyn and 
eventually finding his home 
in Somerset.

He honorably served in 
the Army during the Kore-
an Conflict with the rank 
of Private First Class. After 
his service, Mr. Friedberg 
worked in sales before be-
coming a constable for the 
Somerset County District 
Court, where he served for 
many years. 

He was a member of sev-
eral organizations including 
the Cook College Parents As-
sociation and the Jewish War 
Veterans. Mr. Friedberg also 
served as past president and 
board member of the Tami-
ment organization.

One of Walter’s favorite 
pastimes was restoring cars 
to their former glory, a hobby 
that brought him great satis-
faction and allowed him to 

showcase his meticulous at-
tention to detail. He enjoyed 
playing racquetball and pad-
dleball where he spent time 
on the courts. Walter also 
loved the thrill of riding mo-
torcycles. He owned several 
bikes over the years and loved 
nothing more than taking 
family and friends for rides. 
He also had a passion for bar-
becuing and was best known 
for his mouth-watering ribs. 
In addition, he enjoyed swim-
ming but could also be found 
relaxing by the pool. He 
enjoyed nothing more than 
spending quality time and so-
cializing with family, friends, 
and neighbors.

Walter will be deeply 
missed by his family and 
friends, who will always re-

member his kind heart, his 
giving nature, and his unwav-
ering zest for life. His lega-
cy will live on through the 
memories he created and the 
joy he brought to those who 
knew him.

Mr. Friedberg was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, 
Isador and Ida Friedberg; his 
brothers- and sister-in-law, 
Irving (Ruth) Friedberg and 
Bernie (Trudy) Friedberg; 
and his nephews, Stewie Fu-
terman and Gerry Friedberg.

He is survived by his lov-
ing spouse of 70 years, Mar-
cia Friedberg; his daughters 
Joyce Friedberg and Ilissa 
Friedberg; his granddaugh-
ter, Nicole Grzybowski; his 
nieces and nephews, Corinne 
Futerman, Jeffery Friedberg, 

Linda and Jeff Steinetz, Bar-
bara and Allen Kurek, Randy 
and Janet Schneider, Leslie 
Schneider, Lisa Schneider, 
and many extended family 
and friends.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests that donations be 
made to Jewish War Veterans 
at, www.jwv.org/give/donate 
or to the American Parkinson 
Disease Association at, www.
apdaparkinson.org/1907d3l 
or to the Alzheimer of New 
Jersey at, https://www.alznj.
org.

The family would like to 
express their sincere gratitude 
for the outpouring of love 
and support during this diffi-
cult time.

Walter W. Friedberg, 93; Served In Army In Korean Conflict

Robert Bruce Hawkins 
passed away on April 
28 at the age of 77.

He was born on July 18, 
1945, in Somerville to Wil-
bur and Myrtle Hawkins. 
Robert was a lifelong resident 
of Somerset, and his unwav-
ering commitment to serving 
his community made him 
a cherished and respected 
member of the New Bruns-

wick and Somerset area.
After serving honorably 

in the Army reserves from 
1975 to 1981, Robert went 
on to work as a dedicated of-
ficer at the Middlesex Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Department for 
5 years. He then served as 
a police officer and detec-
tive for the New Brunswick 
Police Department for 25 
years, where he made a last-

ing impact on his fellow of-
ficers and the community he 
served. After retiring from 
the force, Robert owned 
and operated Hawk Agency 
LLC, a private security busi-
ness, before working for the 
New Brunswick School sys-
tem for 18 years. Robert was 
also on the Board of Middle-
sex County Credit Union, 
where he dedicated his time 

to making a difference in his 
community.

Robert was a gifted ath-
lete, playing football and 
running track. He was in-
ducted into the New Bruns-
wick Hall of Fame and was a 
past president. Robert’s love 
of football led him to be on 
the practice squad for the 
NY Giants. In his free time, 
he enjoyed Soap Box car 

racing, fishing, and watch-
ing old westerns and police 
shows. During the holidays, 
he would honor the memo-
ry of black deceased police 
officers by putting flags on 
their graves and conducted 
interviews with the remain-
ing members of the Buffalo 
Soldiers.

Robert was a man who 
gave back to his community 
in every way possible. He was 
a member of the after-school 
program “Play Safe,” and the 
Masons.

Robert was preceded in 
death by his parents, Wilbur 
and Myrtle Hawkins, his sis-
ter Shirley Dixon, and his 
brother John Hawkins.

He is survived by his wife 
of 25 years, Alice Hawkins; 
his children, Andrea Haw-
kins, Tiffany Hawkins, his 
brother, Robert Ingram; and 
his uncle, Gilbert Hawkins. 
Also survived by his grand-
son, Derek Hawkins, his bo-
nus children, Catina Long, 
and Shawn Long; his bonus 
grandchildren, Justin, Kay-
lyn, Cidney Tyler, and Savan-
na, and his great-grandchild, 
Levi.

Robert will be remem-
bered as a devoted husband, 
father, grandfather, great 
grandfather, and friend, who 
lived a life of service to his 
community. 

Robert Bruce Hawkins, 77; Was New Brunswick Police Officer
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SPRING TRAINING  
SPECIAL!

6 MONTHS, $60/month!
New Customers Only*

*Plus taxes & fees • Offer good through 5/30/23.

HILLSBOROUGH YMCA 
A branch of Greater Somerset County YMCA

FIND YOUR FUN.
FIND YOUR FRIENDS.

FIND YOUR Y.
At our day camp, your  

kids will make new friends  
and have tons of fun as they  

learn, play and grow.

YOUR BUSINESS  
COULD BE HERE!

$100 per month w/12-month commitment 
Call PJ Parker, (732) 820-0840

Franklin Pride ... Be A Part Of It!

Celebrating Franklin Township’s  
Black-Owned Businesses

Participating advertisers receive a front-page story about their business!

Changing Lives & Awakening Eyes One Spirit At A Time
Let us help you find and root out imbalances 
and disease using a wide array of natural and 
often non-invasive diagnostic tools including 
tongue and nail analysis, Ph testing, iridology 
and detailed health appraisals.

Jamar Banks Sr.,  
Medicinal Herbalist  

& Natural Health Coach
(844) 990-5041

1075 Easton Avenue •Tower 3, Suite 4 • Somerset, NJ 

Lawrence Karlin of 
Somerset passed away 
on May 3. He was 89.

He was predeceased by 
his wife, Lois, in 2017; par-
ents, Michael and Jeanette 
Karlin; and brothers, Stanley 

and Seymour Karlin.
Surviving are his sons 

and daughters-in-law, Rabbi 
Gary Karlin of Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, Steven Karlin and his 
wife, Cynthia Hoftizer of Ar-
lington, Virginia and Richard 

Karlin and his wife, Ann Sul-
zberg of Millville, Delaware; 
and five grandchildren, Mi-
chal, Harris, Moshe, Hannah 
and Claire.

Lawrence Karlin, 89

Christopher Zwingli, 
a loving husband, 
devoted father, and 

accomplished professional, 
passed away on May 14 at 
Care One in Bound Brook at 
the age of 68. 

He leaves behind a legacy 
of determination, kindness, 
and a commitment to pursu-
ing his passions.

Born on November 20, 
1954, in Ridgewood, Chris-
topher was the son of Carl 

Allen and Carol (Dooley) 
Zwingli. After growing up in 
Midland Park, he ventured to 
Oregon for college before re-
turning to New Jersey. It was 
there that he continued his 
education at NJ College of 
Dentistry, earning his Doctor 
of Dental Medicine (DMD) 
degree. Eventually, he settled 
in Somerset, where he built 
his life and career.

For many years, Christo-
pher dedicated himself to the 

field of dentistry, working as 
a dentist in New Brunswick 
and Raritan. His caring na-
ture and expertise made a 
positive impact on the lives of 
countless patients. However, 
in 1999, he made the decision 
to change careers and pursue 
his passion for cars. He at-
tended Chub Institute and 
obtained ASE certification, 
which led him to a fulfilling 
career in the automotive in-
dustry.

Christopher’s determina-
tion and ability to adapt to 
new challenges were evident 
throughout his life.

In his youth, Christopher 
achieved the rank of Eagle 
Scout, demonstrating his 
commitment to service and 
personal growth. Outside 
of his professional pursuits, 
he found joy in various hob-
bies. He was an avid reader 
and had a particular interest 
in World War II history and 
Old Western Shows. How-
ever, his true passion lay in 

automobiles. Christopher 
was captivated by cars, their 
mechanics, and the thrill of 
the open road.

Throughout his life, 
Christopher was supported 
by the love of his family. He 
shared 40 years of marriage 
with his devoted wife, Jean 
Zwingli. Christopher will be 
deeply missed by his daugh-
ters, Mara Zwingli and Kris-
tina Zwingli, whose lives he 
touched with his love, guid-
ance, and unwavering sup-
port.

Christopher Zwingli was 
preceded in death by his par-
ents, Carl Allen and Carol 
Dooley Zwingli, as well as his 
brother Michael Zwingli. His 
memory will forever remain 
in the hearts of his family and 
friends, who will cherish the 
moments they shared.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may be 
made to the Lewy Body De-
mentia Association (Lbda.
org.)

Christopher Zwingli, 68; Switched Careers From Dentistry To Autos

• Monthly meetings time/location email s2s@s2scnj.org

• Earn a $10 ShopRite card just by getting your  
    mammogram

• Go to s2scnj.org for details

1201 Hamilton Street, Somerset
(732) 246-8300
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  Stenosis
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  Shooting, Burning, Stabbing 
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SAY GOODBYE TO BACK  
AND LEG PAIN…

WITHOUT SURGERY!
Introducing Two Non-Surgical Treatments!
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SPINAL

DECOMPRESSION 
TABLE
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Video!
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YOUR ORDER!
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would be available to the dis-
trict’s school children. The el-
igible population would then 
spread to parents and family 
of school children and then, 
eventually, to the community.

Students can’t learn well 
if they are not healthy, Palm 
told the Council.

She said plans call the 
building call for four medi-
cal exam rooms, four dental 
exam rooms, two vision exam 
rooms and one office for be-
havioral health.

Zufall for some time 
has been providing limited 
health care services a couple 
days a week out of their mo-
bile van at Hillcrest School.

The original plan was to 
refurbish a portable class-
room at Hillcrest to serve 
as the clinic, but, Palm said, 
“Shockingly, the cost of that 
renovation seemed costly.”

The decision was then 
made to build a free-standing 
clinic on the Hamilton Street 
campus, in a parking lot near 
the tennis courts.

“We have engaged an 

architect to draw up some 
plans,” she said. “The lo-
cation is ideal because it is 
close enough to schools but 
also independent so that we 
don’t have to have individuals 
going into the school build-
ings.”

The clinic’s main targets, 
she said, are “anyone who has 
trouble accessing health care. 
Low income is generally the 
main commonality among 
many of our patients.”

Township Manager Rob-
ert Vornlocker said the Ham-
ilton Street location is ideal 
because it falls in a census 
tract that qualifies for Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant funding.

“The focus of all of this 
... is to serve the underserved 
part of our population, 
whether or not they live in 
Franklin Township is irrel-
evant,” he said. “It certainly 
would be available in the fu-
ture to people who don’t live 
in Franklin Township.”

Palm said that in addition 
to receiving grants, the clinics 
are funded by insurance re-

imbursements and payments 
from patients. She said the 
patient payments are calcu-
lated on a sliding scale and 
based on income.

“I think we need to go 
forward with it,” Francois 
said. “I’m looking forward to 
the partnership that we have 
with the Board of Education 
and Zufall.”

“For kids to learn they 
have to have food, they have 
to have safety and they have 
to be healthy,” Mayor Phil 
Kramer said. “This is one arm 
of that.”

“This could be a really 
wonderful thing for Frank-
lin,” Ravally said. Now, 
he said, Franklin sends its 
students to clinics in New 
Brunswick or Somerville.

“Making it available to 
the entire community is go-
ing to make for a healthier 
Franklin and just a better 
place,” he said.

Township Council Amenable To  
Partnering On Health Clinic

Continued from Page 1.

Windy White, Deputy 
Director of Parks & Recre-
ation, said that the past year 
has been one of learning.

“I think the thing we 
learned most importantly 
was the importance of com-
munity partnerships,” she 
said.

White introduced the 
four individuals representing 
groups that were honored: 
Derek Smith, executive di-
rector of the Franklin Food 
Bank; Lamyra Clarke-White, 
president of the Raritan Val-
ley Chapter of The Links 
Inc.; Jim Schrager, of the 
Canal Walk Men’s Club, and 

Ryan Brenner, general man-
ager of Amazon’s Somerset 
center.

Later in the afternoon, 
the center was opened to 
township youth for a festival, 
highlighted by games, food 
and other activities.

Youth Center Throws First 
Birthday Party For Itself

Continued from Page 1.

Members of the 
township’s faith-
based community 

and others on May 3 gath-
ered at the Veterans’ Memo-
rial Park on DeMott Lane to 
pray together as part of the 
National Day of Prayer.

The event, now in its 71st 
year, is held annually on the 
first Thursday of May.

Leading the program was 
Alex Kharazi, president of 
the Franklin Township Inter-
faith Coalition.

Representatives of the 
township’s Christian, Jew-
ish, Muslim, Sikh and Bahá’í 
communities attended the 
event.

Members of the group 
took turns reading prayers 
for national, state and local 
officials and political leaders.

“The whole idea is to 
pray to pray together for the 
well-being of our nation’s 
leaders, the country and 
peace in the world,” Kharazi 
said. “The Founders were al-
ways in the belief that prayer 
has a meaning, and as all the 

faith groups believe in that, 
prayer is important.”

“It brings peace to heart, 
some hope for our future and 
hope for the nation,” he said.

Kharazi said the Council 
also hopes that residents will 
pray in their homes.

“We ask people to pray 
in their homes and have a 
peaceful heart, because when 
you have a peaceful heart, 
you have a peaceful home, 
when you have a peaceful 
home, you will have a peace-
ful neighborhood, and if you 
have a peaceful neighbor-
hood, you will have a peace-
ful community and township 
and nation eventually,” he 
said. “That’s how it goes.”

Faith Leaders Gather For  
‘National Day Of Prayer’
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